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816 Reviews of Books 

Though much of this material for the period of Virginia history 
before the Restoration is already well known, much of it is new, and a 
valuable contribution to our knowledge of events. To our knowledge of 
the constitutional history of the legislature and the history of its pro- 
cedure the contribution is less than if we had a series of formal jour- 
nals; yet the course of development can often be inferred. Thus, per- 
haps from 1638, apparently from the session of 1650/1, certainly from 
that of 1654/5, the House of Burgesses and the Council sat separately. 
The journals of the Council, much less voluminous than those of the 
Burgesses, are to follow, and will doubtless add proportionately to our 
knowledge. 

Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century: Studies in Spanish 
Colonial History and Administration. By Herbert Eugene 
Bolton, Professor of American History, University of Cali- 
fornia. [University of California Publications in History, vol. 
III.] (Berkeley: University of California Press. 1915. Pp. 

X, 501.) 

Professor Bolton's characterization of the present volume as " not 
a history . . . rather, a collection of special studies, closely related in 
. . . subject-matter, and designed to throw light upon a neglected period 
in the history of one of the most important of Spain's northern prov- 
inces " is a modest summing-up of an important piece of work. 

The principal divisions are : I. A General Survey, 1731-1788, which 
summarizes the general history of Texas during the period indicated ; 
II. The San Xavier Missions, 1745-1758; III. The Reorganization of 
the Lower Gulf Coast, 1746-1768; IV. Spanish Activities on the Lower 
Trinity River, 1746-1771 ; V. The Removal from and the Reoccupation 
of Eastern Texas, 1773-1779. 

One of the most satisfying characteristics of the book is the sharpness 
of its geographical definition : the clearness and definiteness with which 
eighteenth-century activities are interpreted in terms of twentieth- 
century geography. Particularly is this true of the San Xavier mission 
group, in the fixing of whose sites Professor Bolton is a pioneer. Part 
II., it is made clear, concerns chiefly the country about Rockdale, in the 
region now termed Central Texas; part III., the Gulf country between 
and including Matagorda Bay and the Rio Grande, inland as far as 
Goliad and Laredo; part IV., the low, geologically young region in the 
vicinity of Houston ; and part V., the part of eastern Texas lying about 
Nacogdoches. 

Although these studies necessarily deal largely with the details of 
the ecclesiastical and civil occupation of the regions under discussion, 
measures for their defense, and their vicissitudes of fortune, yet these 
phases by no means exhaust the interest and value of the treatment. 
Civil and ecclesiastical administration, economic conditions, French- 
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Spanish international relations, Spanish-Indian policy, receive their due 
share of attention; more notable than any of these, perhaps, is the con- 
tribution of the studies to ethnological knowledge. 

The twelve maps and plans are an exceedingly valuable part of the 
work. Ten are copies of contemporary maps, ranging in date from 
1717 to 1771 ; of these, eight have never before been published, being 
here reproduced from tracings or photographs of the originals in the 
Archivo General de Indias, Seville, and the Archivo General, Mexico. 
The other two, a small map of the San Xavier missions and a large 
general reference map, are compilations of the author, based upon fresh 
source-material and upon personal explorations. The reference map 
shows the coast-line and drainage, but no relief features; it shows also 
missions, presidios, Spanish towns, a few French settlements in western 
Louisiana, Indian villages, explorers' routes, the distribution of the 
principal Indian tribal groups, and the boundaries of Texas as shown in 
the La Fora map of 1 771. 

It is to be regretted that the epoch-making map last mentioned, the 
eastern part of which is shown on page 382, is reproduced on so small a 
scale that the title and the explication are illegible without a glass. In 
view of the intrinsic value of this map and of its close relation to Rubi's 
recommendations, which were so important as to form the basis of the 
Reglamento de Presidios of 1772, and which are dwelt upon at length in 
Professor Bolton's text, one feels that he should be able to study it in 
mental ease and physical comfort. 

In the present condition of Southwestern historical work, it is pre- 
cisely the type of intensive study embodied in this volume, based almost 
wholly upon hitherto unused material, which is most useful; as will be 
the case for many years to come. It is to be hoped that the other centres 
of early Spanish settlement, especially San Antonio, may soon be studied 
with the same painstaking care from material as fresh, by as able a 
student. 

In this, as in other printed work, Dr. Bolton has shown himself the 
pathfinder; the worthy successor of the two lamented pioneers in scien- 
tific study of Southwestern historical study — Lester G. Bugbee, his 
predecessor, and George P. Garrison, his chief — in the University of 
Texas, where his own work in Southwestern history began, not quite 
fifteen years ago; a leader in the younger school of historical writers 
and students in this field. 

The bibliography, although not annotated, is an excellent guide to 
material for the period under consideration; and there is an adequate 
index. 
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